
During the week of 13th to 17th 
April 2026, six (6) distinct types 
of unregistered medicinal prod-
ucts, comprising both tablets 
and syrups, were seized at the 
Namanga and Mutukula One-
Stop Border Posts (OSBP). These 
medical supplies were intercept-
ed while being illegally imported 
from Kenya and Uganda, respec-
tively.

On 17th April 2026, TMDA at the 
Namanga One-Stop Border Post 
(OSBP) successfully intercept-
ed a shipment of unregistered 
medicinal products. The seizure 
included Cypro B Plus tablets 
(containing Cyproheptadine hy-
drochloride 4mg, B vitamins, and 
minerals) and Cypro B Plus syrup 
(Cyproheptadine fortified with 
Vitamin B-Complex), as detailed 
in Table 1 below.

Cypro B Plus Cypro B Plus

Dosage Form Tablets (30s) Syrup (200mL)

Quantity 50 Packs 20 Bottles

Manufactur-
er (Claimed)

Fredun Phar-
maceuticals 
Ltd

Enicar Phar-
maceutical Pvt. 
Ltd

Batch Details EB0010; EXP: 
01/2027

GE90277; 
EXP: 10/2027

 These medicines were being imported into the 
country through a coach route to Dar es Salaam.
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Photo 1: Cypro B Plus Tablets and Cypro 
B Plus Syrup, claimed to be manufactured 
by Fredun Pharmaceuticals Ltd, India and 
Enicar Pharmaceutical Pvt. Ltd., India, re-
spectively, intercepted at Namanga OSBP 
on 17th April 2026.

Since these products are not registered with the 
Tanzania Medicines and Medical Devices Authority 
(TMDA), their safety, quality, and efficacy have not 
been verified. The use of the same brand name for 
products (Photo 1) claiming different origins sug-
gests a high probability of Substandard and Falsi-
fied (SF) medical products. 
While Cyproheptadine is an antihistamine, it is fre-
quently diverted and sold illegally as an “appetite 
stimulant” for weight gain. When combined with 
B-vitamins in unregistered formulations, there is 
a significant risk of unknown Impurities, adverse 
Effects in the form of excessive sedation, dizziness, 
and potential liver toxicity if the “minerals” or “vi-
tamins” included are not as labelled.

The seizure at the Mutukula OSBP is particularly 
concerning due to the volume of antibiotics (Am-
picillin) and the inclusion of veterinary/specialized 
injectables (Ivermectin, Oxytocin, Noralgin) (Table 
2).

Product 
Name

Active In-
gredient

Quantity Dosage 
Form

Ampicil-
lin

Antibiotic 
(250 mg)

40,000 
Caps

Capsules

Iver-
chem/
Nutri-Iv-
ermec

Ivermectin 
1%

217 Vials Injection 
(50mL)

Nutri-To-
cin 10

Oxytocin 
(10 IU)

100 Vials Injection 
(50mL)

No-
vachem

Noralgin 
50%

200 Vials Injection 
(100mL)

Vitamax 
Plus

Oligo Ele-
ments

200 Vials Injection

The lack of a cold chain for injectables during bus 
transport poses a severe risk of product degrada-
tion. 

Ampicillin and piroxicam capsules (Photo 3) were 
being transported by an Isamilo bus route from 
Mtukula to Bukoba, while the veterinary products 
were intercepted on a coach travelling from Uganda 
.

The illegal importation of 40,000 capsules of Am-
picillin is a major public health threat. Unregulated 
distribution of antibiotics directly contributes to the 
development of drug-resistant bacteria in the com-
munity. Products like Oxytocin are highly heat-sen-
sitive. 





Photo 2: Nutri-Ivermec 
(Ivermectin Inj) 1% 50mL, 
NUTRI-TOCIN 10 (Oxytocin 
Inj) 50mL, Iverchem (Iver-
mectin Inj) 1%, Novachem 
(Noralgin Inj) 50% 100mL, 
Nutriseryl WS, Nutri -Egg 
WS and Vitamax Plus (Oligo 
Elements) Injection inter-
cepted at Mutukula OSBP 
on 17th April 2026.

Photo 3: Ampicillin capsules 250 mg and Piroxicam (Ago-
move) capsules intercepted at Mutukula OSBP on 17th April 
2026 on Isamilo Bus en route to Mwanza from Mutukula.

None of these consignments 
contained detailed information 
regarding the supplier or the 
consignee. A mobile phone num-
ber was the only means of contact 
provided, significantly hindering 
efforts to trace those responsible. 
Compounding the issue, the trans-
porters claimed to possess no fur-
ther details about the intended re-
cipients.
All consignments have been con-
fiscated and are currently held at 
the respective customs offices. The 
bus conductors involved were ar-

rested and subsequently released 
on bail, while investigations re-
main ongoing to apprehend the 
consignees.
The Authority continues to warn 
the public against purchasing or 
consuming any medicinal prod-
uct that does not appear in the 
official register. If you encounter 
any suspicious or unregistered 
products, they should be reported 
immediately to the nearest TMDA 
office or via the toll-free number 
0800110084.


